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Essay and Manuscripts 
!
The Blotsplotch Drawings:  
Again for the First Time 
Anatoly K. Yezhov

On May 20, 2013, while investigating a missing persons report, 
police in Florynka, a Southern Polish town, entered the home of 
Anatoly Yezhov and discovered a pristinely empty space, save 
for a simple table. Upon the table, neatly arranged, was a stack 
of expended airline boarding passes, Yezhov’s passport, and a 
large envelope addressed to the Blotsplotch Owners Consortium. 
The envelope contained twelve annotated pages to an essay 
entitled “The Blotsplotch Drawings: Again for the First Time”, 
along with several manuscript pages, all of which are 
reproduced, in their discovered order, on the pages that follow.  
 Investigators surmised that Yezhov visited more than a 
dozen countries across four continents in the weeks leading to 
his disappearance, yet what motivated his peripatetic month 
remains unknown, along with the answers to countless other 
questions like what happened to the contents of his apartment; 
who arranged the stack of boarding passes and manuscript 
pages; who inscribed the pages; what is their significance; and, 
most importantly, where is Anatoly Yezhov? Why would an 
esteemed and conscientious scholar travel around the world 
without informing his employer, his editor, his friends, and his 
colleagues? Not one word to his family. No goodbye for his 
lover.  

 While the intervening months have yielded disquietingly 
few developments, it is our hope that publishing Yezhov’s last 
known correspondence will prove insightful to his 
circumstances, in addition to the scholastic value of the essay 
itself. Investigators have expressed particular interest in any 
information regarding: 

o The symbols and glyphs in the essay’s marginalia, 
especially the “three-horned eye” symbol (triceraclops in 
the secondary literature);  

o To whom the fingerprints on pages 22, 23, 24, 25, and 34 
belong;  

o Whether the alphanumeric fog on page 53 is actually a 
cipher and, if so, what it says; and 

o The identity of the individual (possibly Yezhov himself) 
who stayed at the hotels with stationary represented on 
pages 35 through 44, during April and May 2013.    

Those with information are encouraged to contact Interpol. The 
case file associated with Yezhov’s disappearance is CCF/56/
M09-2.05. 
!
!

- The Editors  
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